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XXXI .— Characters of a new genus and Descriptions of three re- 
cently discovered species of Araneidea. By Joun BLACKWALL, 
F.L.S. 


Tribe Octonoculina. 
Family CINIFLONIDÆ. 


Genus OrituyiA, Blackw. 


Eyes disposed on the anterior part of the cephalo-thorax in two 
transverse, slightly curved, parallel rows whose convexity 
is directed forwards; the intermediate eyes of the anterior 
row are seated on a tubercle, and, with those of the posterior 
row, form a trapezoid whose shortest side is in front; the 
anterior eye of each lateral pair is placed on a minute tu- 
bercle, and is the smallest of the eight. 

Maxille short, straight, powerful, gradually increasing in breadth 
from the base to the extremity, which is truncated and 
somewhat produced and rounded on the inner surface. 

Lip small, triangular, and pointed at the apex. 

Legs long and robust, with the exception of the metatarsi and 
tarsi, which are disproportionally slender; the first pair is 
much the longest, then the fourth, and the third pair is the 
shortest ; each metatarsus of the posterior pair is provided 
with a calamistrum situated on its upper surface, in a slight 
curve of the joint. 

Spinners eight; those constituting the inferior pair are united 
throughout their entire length. 

Orithyia Williamsi. 

Length of the female 4th of an inch; length of the cephalo- 
thorax 75; breadth -4 ; breadth of the abdomen 4; length of 
an anterior leg ;% ; length of a leg of the third pair 4. 

The cephalo-thorax is slightly compressed before, rounded on 
the sides, convex above, and has an indentation in the medial 
line; its colour is dark brown, both extremities and the lateral 
margins having a yellow-brown hue; it is sparingly clothed with 
short whitish hairs, which are most abundant in the region of 
the eyes. The falces are strong, conical, vertical, and of a red- 
brown colour. The maxille, lip, and sternum, which is heart- 
shaped, with small prominences on the sides, opposite to the 
legs, are of a yellowish-brown hue, the sternum being the 
darkest. The legs are provided with hairs and a few spines, and 
their colour is pale dull yellow, with irregular spots and annuli 
of a dark brown hue, the annulus at the extremity of the tibiæ 
being the broadest and most perfect; each tarsus is terminated 
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by three claws ; the two superior ones are curved and pectinated, 
and the inferior one is inflected near its base. The palpi are 
short, and resemble the legs in colour, but are only slightly 
marked with brown; they have a curved and minutely pecti- 
nated claw at their extremity. The abdomen is oviform, thinly 
clothed with hairs, very convex above, projecting over the base 
of the cephalo-thorax ; it is pointed towards the spinners, and 
has a bold conical prominence in the medial line of the upper 
part, at about one-third of its length from the anterior extre- 
mity; its colour is brown obscurely freckled with yellow-brown, 
the under part being somewhat the palest ; and a fine brownish- 
black line, which is broadest immediately before the conical pro- 
minence, extends along the middle of the upper part; the sexual 
organs are moderately developed, and present two minute glossy 
protuberances. | 

I have named this very remarkable spider in compliment to 
Eyton Williams, Esq., of Denbigh, to whom I am obliged for it 
and for numerous highly interesting specimens of Arachnida 
and Insecta captured by him in Pernambuco. By its external 
structure it appears to be most nearly allied to the species be- 
longing to the genus Uloborus, more especially to the Uloborus 
zosis of Walckenaer; but, as it is provided with a calamistrum 
and a fourth pair of spinners, which must exercise an important 
influence on its ceconomy, it is evident that it should occupy a 
place in the family Ciniflonide ; I have therefore proposed a new 
genus for its reception, to which Uloborus zosis may be trans- 
ferred should it.possess a calamistrum and a fourth pair of spin- 
ners, whieh I strongly suspect to be the case; indeed Walckenaer 
had thought of constituting a genus of it, but ultimately placed 
it in that of Uloborus. 


Family THERIDIIDÆ. 
Genus Artema, Walck. 


Artema convexa. 


Length of the female =4,ths of an inch; length of the cephalo- 
thorax +; breadth 4 ; breadth of the abdomen 3; length of an 
anterior leg 15%; length of a leg of the third pair 14. 

- The legs are very long, slender, provided with hairs and fine 
spines, and are of a pale yellow-brown colour; a dark brown 
annulus occurs near the yellowish-white extremity of the femora 
and tibiæ, and the genual joint has a dark brown hue; the first 
pair is the longest, then the fourth, and the third pair is the 
shortest; each tarsus is terminated by three claws; the two 
superior ones are curved and deeply pectinated, and the inferior 
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one is inflected near its base. The palpi are short and of a 
yellowish-white hue; the radial is greatly longer than the cu- 
bital joint; and the digital joint, which tapers to a point, is 
without a claw at its extremity. The eyes are seated on the 
anterior part of the cephalo-thorax, which is rather prominent ; 
three are grouped on each side in the form of a triangle, but not 
so closely as in the spiders of the genus Pholcus, and between 
these groups two smaller ones are placed transversely. The 
cephalo-thorax is circular, glossy, somewhat convex, with de- 
pressed lateral margins, and a large indentation in the medial 
line; it is of a pale yellow-brown colour, with a dark brown 
band extending along the middle, which is broadest in the me- 
dial indentation and bifid at its anterior extremity ; a few rather 
obscure brown spots occur on the sides, and the middle of the 
long and prominent frontal margin has a brown hue. The 
falces are small, vertical, conical, united at the base, armed with 
a short, slightly curved fang, and have a single long tooth at 
their extremity, on the inner surface; they are of a red-brown 
colour. The maxille are long, somewhat enlarged where the 
palpi are inserted, slightly so towards the extremity, which is 
truncated on the inner side and terminates in a point; they are 
strongly inclined towards the lip, the extremities being in con- 
tact, and are of a yellowish-white colour. The lip is very large, 
diminishing in breadth towards the apex, which is somewhat 
pointed; its colour is yellowish-brown ; the middle of its base 
has a brown hue, and a curved transverse line of a deeper shade, 
whose convexity is directed forward, occurs near its extremity. 
The sternum is broad, glossy, heart-shaped, with small promi- 
nences on the sides, opposite to the legs; it is of a pale yellow- 
brown colour, that of the posterior part being dark brown. The 
abdomen is short, thinly clothed with hairs, remarkably convex 
above, and projects over the base of the cephalo-thorax; it is of 
a pale yellow-brown colour, obscurely freckled with dull white ; 
in the medial line of the upper part there is a series of large 
brown-black spots, and on each side of them there are oblique 
streaks of the same hue, which extend to the sides; the spinners, 
which are small, are tipped with black, and a fine black line 
encircles the upper part of the coccyx, on which there are two 
black spots placed transversely; the sexual organs are highly 
developed and prominent ; the colour of the anterior part is dark 
reddish-brown, and that of the posterior part pale red-brown. 
An immature male, which had to undergo its final change of 
integument, closely resembled the female in colour, but wa 
rather paler and less distinctly marked. | 
Mr. Eyton Williams took this new species of Artema in Per- 
nambuco in 1858. By the disposition of its eyes and the abso- 
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lute length of its legs, as compared with those of its congeners, 
it is closely allied to the spiders of the genus Pholcus, and to 
Pholcus pallidus in particular. 


Tribe Senoculina. 
Family DyspreRip&. 
Genus Dyspera, Latr. 


Dysdera obscura. 


Length of the imiy 4rd of an inch; length of the cephalo- 
thorax 2 4; proni To: ; breadth of the abdomen 2 33 „length of an 
anterior leg 55>; length of a leg of the third pair ;*. 

The eyes are round, pale amber-coloured, and are grouped in 
pairs on the anterior part of the cephalo-thorax, those of each 
pair being almost in contact ; the lateral pairs are seated obliquely 
on asmall tubercle, and the eyes of the intermediate pair, which 
are rather the smallest of the six, are in a line with the posterior 
eye of each lateral pair, but are separated from them by rather 
wide intervals. The cephalo-thorax is long, compressed before, 
slightly rounded on the sides, truncated in front, convex, glossy, 
with a small indentation in the medial line: the falces are short, 
conical, rather prominent, and armed with a short, slightly curved 
fang at the extremity, but without teeth on the inner surface. 
These parts are of a dark reddish-brown colour, the falces being 
much the darkest. The maxille are straight, greatly dilated at 
the base, where the palpi are inserted, and somewhat enlarged 
at the extremity : the lip is long, and truncated at the apex : the 
sternum, which has an oblong-oval form, is broader at its pos- 
terior than at its anterior extremity, and has small prominences 
on the sides, opposite to the legs. These parts have a red-brown 
hue, the base of the lip being the darkest, and the extremity of 
the maxille whitish. The legs are robust, provided with hairs 
and sessile spines, two parallel rows of the latter occurring on 
the inferior surface of the tibiæ and metatarsi of the first and 
second pairs; the first and second pairs have a red-brown hue, 
and there is a small black spot at the extremity of their meta- 
tarsi, on the upper side; the colour of the third and fourth pairs 
is dull yellow faintly tinged with red, and the small spot at the 
extremity of their metatarsi has a red-brown hue; the first pair 
is the longest, the second slightly surpasses the fourth, and the 
third pair is the shortest; each tarsus is terminated by three 
claws; the two superior ones are curved and pectinated, and the 
inferior one is inflected near its base. The palpi are short, 
strong, of a red-brown huc, the radial and digital joints being 
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the darkest, and have a plain, curved claw at their extremity. 
The abdomen is short, oviform, hairy, convex above, and projects 
a little over the base of the cephalo-thorax ; the upper part is of 
a sooty-brown colour; the anterior extremity, contiguous to the 
cephalo-thorax, the sides, under part, and spinners have a dull 
yellowish-white hue; the colour of the branchial opercula and 
tracheal stigmata is also dull yellowish-white, the former having 
a tinge of brown, and in the space between them therc is an 
irregular whitish spot. ee 

This spider, which had not arrived at maturity, was taken in 
Pernambuco in 1858 by Mr. Eyton Williams. 


XXXIII. — Description of two new species of Chalk Starfishes. 
By H. Seexey, Esq. 


To the Editors of the Annals and Magazine of Natural History. 


GENTLEMEN, 45 Great Ormond Street, Sept. 3, 1858. 


The fragmentary condition of the specimens described might 
seem to render the accuracy of the descriptions doubtful; but 
no one can doubt that the essential specific characters of a 
Goniaster are nearly as well exemplified in a single side as they 
would be in a whole Starfish, the only danger being that in 
specimens so imperfect you might have an abnormal form, a 
monstrosity, or a made-up fossil: but all these possibilities have 
been fully discussed, and the subjects of them submitted to an 
exceedingly careful examination, the result of which has been 
that the evidences of both specimens being new species have so 
increased, that it would be useless longer to delay their publica- 
tion. Neither species is likely to be mistaken for any yet 
described. 

Truly yours, 
Henry SEELEY, 
Hon. Sec. to the Museum, W.M.C. 


Goniaster (Goniodiscus) Forbesu, S. 


Body? Sides very gently curved outwards. It has two ob- 
long, convex, rather swollen superior intermediate marginal 
plates, each bearing two rows of laterally- 
oblong, proportionately large protube- 
rances. -The inner edge of the ossicles 
is slightly rabbeted ; this appears to the 
naked eye as possibly caused by the two 
protuberances there placed being greatly 
developed ; but a lens shows the margin 
as a flat field, out of which the cushioned 
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